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Interview with William Butcher [12/13/2003]
Angela Sirna:

We're in the home of Bill and Jean Butcher in Lawrenceburg, West Virginia. Today's date is December 13, 2003.
We're here to interview Bill Butcher. He was born on [birth date redacted]. His current address is [address redacted]. The
interviewer is Angela Sirna. The camera operator is Don Sirna. Mr. Butcher served in World War II in the navy. He had a
rank of Cook First-Class and spent the war on a sub, USS Plaice in the Pacific Theater.

Angela Sirna:

Were you drafted or did you enlist?

William Butcher:

I enlisted.

Angela Sirna:

Okay. Where were you living at the time?

William Butcher:

I lived near Lawrenceburg.

Angela Sirna:

Why did you join?

William Butcher:

Because my draft number was coming up.

Angela Sirna:

All right. Why did you pick the branch you joined?

William Butcher:

Because I had three older brothers in the same service and I wanted to join them.

Angela Sirna:

Do you recall your first days in the service?

William Butcher:

First day in the service?

Angela Sirna:

Just your first days at boot camp.

William Butcher:

Boot camp was pretty rough.

Angela Sirna:

What kind of things did you have to do in boot camp?

William Butcher:

Basic and boot camp you have to do what they told you to do and that was hard to do. There were a lot of
calisthenics. You had to take all of the shots that they gave you and you had to learn military etiquette and whatnot and
how to get along with each other.

Angela Sirna:

Do you remember any of your instructors?

William Butcher:

Just about all of them, yeah. Like in what area, like cook?

Angela Sirna:

It doesn't matter.

William Butcher:
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Well, it was a cook named Richardson was the head chief that taught us in the navy pier how to cook. We had to cook
and eat our own meals. That was the test of our cooking ability. We had to cook, bake and cut meat, all three of them, and
it took six months to get through there. And by the way, I was the iron man on that, one hundred and some cooks.

Angela Sirna:

I mean how did you get to be a cook? I mean --

William Butcher:

You had no choice. When you went in on that particular day, everybody that went in was drafted as a cook.
Eisenhower was waiting for D-Day and he needed thousands of cooks for that landing, and the only way I got out of it, I
volunteered for sub duty or I would have been in Normandy.

Angela Sirna:

How did you get through it?

William Butcher:

Through what?

Angela Sirna:

Through boot camp.

William Butcher:

It was only six weeks I think.

Angela Sirna:

Was it? Okay. You said you were put on sub duty, right?

William Butcher:

I volunteered. That's the only service, even today is volunteer. There was no drafts for submarines.

Angela Sirna:

You said that you didn't want to go to Normandy but did you think you could hack it?

William Butcher:

We knew that these cooks were going to England and there was an opening for three sub cooks and I volunteered for
one of them. I had no idea what a submarine was. I never seen one before.

Angela Sirna:

Any regrets?

William Butcher:

None at all.

Angela Sirna:

Where exactly did you go in your time during the service?

William Butcher:

All in the South Pacific. We went in the Sea of Japan. We were in Chichijima. We were on the shores of Japan, in that
area in the Marsha Islands. That's where we did our patrols.

Angela Sirna:

Tell me about your experiences in these places, anything that sticks out that you can just remember?

William Butcher:

Well, at Chichijima, our sister boat picked up George Bush and we had to stand by and watch that boat so it didn't get
sunk.

Angela Sirna:

Did you pick up fliers frequently? Was that a --

William Butcher:

On our last run we picked up five fliers, yes.

Angela Sirna:

Was there any reaction that goes throughout the sub when you find a flier or is it just part of the normal routine?

William Butcher:

The submarine signals are a unique bunch. Anything makes them happy. When they pick up fliers, it's jubilation. It's
everything, and when they sink a boat, it's the same thing, it's a great big hurrah through the boat, you know, although they
would sink us if they had a chance.



Angela Sirna:

But you said before you never seen a submarine before. What was your first reaction when you saw your ship?

William Butcher:

I didn't see the ship. When I got there, there was a man on the keel. That's why they sent me there. I watched that
boat being built from keel until we commissioned it.

Angela Sirna:

Where was this at?

William Butcher:

At Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

Angela Sirna:

A guy that I interviewed before, he worked in the navy yards in Portsmouth so I just thought that was neat. So your job
assignment was a cook, right?

William Butcher:

A cook, right.

Angela Sirna:

What were your duties as a cook?

William Butcher:

I cooked three meals every other day. I was one day on and one day off, 24 hours on, 24 hours off.

Angela Sirna:

What type of things did you prepare?

William Butcher:

I thought they were good meals. Basic navy recipes. You couldn't change those. Whatever the navy set up as say a
certain food or something, you cooked it according to their recipe. Let's say I made baking powder biscuits, which bread
was a rare item because we couldn't make enough bread. I ate too much of it, so you filled it in with pancakes or baking
powder biscuits and you learned how to do that, maybe the recipe in about ten minutes. It turns out all right.

Angela Sirna:

Did you get any complaints?

William Butcher:

Never.

Angela Sirna:

Never?

William Butcher:

We did have one situation where everybody got sick on the boat, about 17 to begin with and they ended up with
something the pharmacists called intestinal flu and they thought maybe it was the meat that we had cooked and they were
treated for intestinal flu, and I tried to serve them, the ones that couldn't eat, something they could eat, but they were upset
and they still thought it was the food and they went in and found out that the carbon tetrachloride, a chemical they used to
wash motors with had sprung a leak and it contaminated the whole boat. Everybody got sick off of that, the first day about
17, the next day about 20 more. Me and the captain, we didn't get sick. It was unusual, but to counteract it, our mess
cooks had to put three drops of iodine in every gallon of water that we used for anything, coffee, washing dishes,
everything, drinking water, and we had put what we called Clim, powdered milk in a ten gallon can. We had to stick -- in
that ten gallon, we had to put about 30 drops, and this was recommended by the authorities at Peal Harbor, but when they
found out what had happened, I was relieved of any wrongdoing.

Angela Sirna:

When you did finally get out on patrol, was it hard to get into the routine?

William Butcher:

No. On patrol you have to go to battle stations and my battle station, the galley is in the after battery, so I always had
the phones. Battle station, I secured the galley and put the phones on and listened to everything that went on. And of
course under the galley was the magazine where it kept the shells and ammunition, both ends had torpedoes, but right
there was the -- and I had to relay information that pertained to that area there.

Angela Sirna:

On average, how long were you out to sea on patrol without coming --

William Butcher:

The shortest one was 30 days and the longest one was 90. Ninety days you came in without any food.



Angela Sirna:

Wow.

William Butcher:

Bottom of the barrel. Our rice was full of weevil. Now, you get so that it doesn't bother you. Weevil doesn't bother me. I
can eat weevil like I can eat rice, but the flour was full of weevil and the only wheat we had left was ground beef, which
wasn't the best to begin with. It was pretty rough, that long patrol.

Angela Sirna:

So what areas did you patrol in?

William Butcher:

South Pacific.

Angela Sirna:

And just tell me what kind of things you were looking for when you were out on patrol?

William Butcher:

We were doing what the submarine comanders told us to do. We were supposed to be at a certain place at a certain
time and do a certain thing and that's what we did. We followed those orders.

Angela Sirna:

What kind of things did you do?

William Butcher:

Well, if there was spotted a convoy coming through, we were told to get into that area or wait for the ships to come
through, and we were told which ones to shoot at.

Angela Sirna:

So how many ships did you wind up sinking?

William Butcher:

I really never made that count, but it's -- there's six or seven -- and there was a lot of sanpans and a lot of freighters
involved in it.

Angela Sirna:

What was the atmosphere of the ship like when it comes to having to fire on a ship? I mean, what was the general
atmosphere from the crew?

William Butcher:

Well, before you can fire a torpedo, we have to make an approach on it to -- and then it can take sometimes an hour
or two hours before they would fire a torpedo. They have to make sure that everything is right, but it's tense, yeah, but
when that torpedo hits a boat, there's a lot of clapping, happiness, yep.

Angela Sirna:

Now being that submarine is such close quarters, were there any kind of special rules?

William Butcher:

One patrol we had about 90 men on there, we only had 60 bunks, so what we do is hot bunk, and then on another
tour, they wanted soft, like a Tasty Cream Ice Cream, they wanted a soft ice cream machine and you had to give up three
bunks to put it in, which meant six more people had to hot bunk, but the ice cream was worth it because it was 24 hours a
day to eat ice cream, you wanted to do it. Of course I had the grease machine.

Angela Sirna:

What kind of combat did you see?

William Butcher:

I didn't see none. I was only on top of the submarine one time while I was on board that ship, and that was in the Artic
Circle, Tamashiro, and I had to take turns on watch with these Polaroid glasses and look at the sun so that no plane could
come in with us undetected, so I was a lookout just for 15 minutes, two or three years that I was on the submarine.

Angela Sirna:

So what was that like, just switching spots for once?

William Butcher:

On that particular run, I cooked with a jacket on, it was that cold.

Angela Sirna:

Wow.



William Butcher:

And we had long johns. Never took them off. And I had a watch cap that it was put down over my ears. If you keep
your head warm, you can keep a little bit warmer than normal.

Angela Sirna:

Going back to Chichijima when you picked up George Bush --

William Butcher:

I didn't pick him up.

Angela Sirna:

How is it that you're able to just remember that particular flier out of so many?

William Butcher:

Because when the fishback picked it up, they had contact with us all the time, radio contact, and as soon as they
picked them up, they told us who they had, but it didn't ring no bells. It was just another flier, but as soon as they picked
him up, then we were all glad that they picked up the flier.

Angela Sirna:

Tell me about some of your most memorable experiences being on the USS Plaice?

William Butcher:

It's hard to pick out any one. The flu epidemic with that carbon tech was one that stands out more than anything
because we were blamed for the cause of that, the cooks.

Angela Sirna:

There was just a lot of resentment from the crew?

William Butcher:

At that time, yeah. In fact, we got in and all left immediately.

Angela Sirna:

Were they still suspicious afterwards?

William Butcher:

Oh, no, no. That carbon tech, if you put it in here, it would make you sick.

Angela Sirna:

Let's see. How did you stay in touch with your family?

William Butcher:

By letters, correspondence. I wrote every day to Jean. I wasn't married to her, but I wrote every day to her.

Angela Sirna:

Okay.

William Butcher:

And she wrote about every day to me, and she had all of her friends writing to me, schoolmates.

Angela Sirna:

How did you meet her, I mean --

William Butcher:

We lived next door to each other; pretty easy.

Angela Sirna:

So the girl next door?

William Butcher:

Girl next door.

Angela Sirna:

Well, I guess we already went over what the food was like. Did you have plenty of supplies other than food?

William Butcher:

We had everything that they possibly could get. We were never out of anything that I know of.

Angela Sirna:



Did you feel any special pressure or stress when you were -- I guess down when there -- were there times when it
was the roughest?

William Butcher:

The only advantage I had I was only 18. I had no idea what fear was or what fun was. It was a learning process, and
as these things developed, I accepted them. It was discipline, and it just never dawned on me that we was ever going to
get sunk. You just don't think it will happen to you, so we lived with it.

Angela Sirna:

What was your scariest moments on the sub?

William Butcher:

When the discharge would go off, it's scary, but again, you think you're above that.

Angela Sirna:

Can you tell me what it was like to be death charged?

William Butcher:

A lot of noise. It's deafening, yes. As they get closer, you get really close, you imagine you seen sunlight sometimes.
Your imagination gets away from you, but we did have a boy on there that was a preacher eventually. He was studying the
bible, and finally I -- I read mine every day. That's about as close to hell as you would want to get. We were down 600 feet
sometimes, so I still have mine. I still have my testament that I carry with me all the time. And my Christopher metal was
the -- you can't see, it's worn anymore. The print has rubbed clear off.

Angela Sirna:

Were you religious before you got into the service?

William Butcher:

I was baptized at St. Joe in 1929, 1930, yeah.

Angela Sirna:

Just stayed with you or do you think it strengthened during the war?

William Butcher:

Absolutely. Everybody that has a religious background has something going for them. They've got I would say
somebody to help them along if they get into a problem.

Angela Sirna:

How often did you get to go on liberty?

William Butcher:

As soon as we got in.

Angela Sirna:

What did you do when you were on liberty?

William Butcher:

That wouldn't be proper to ask I don't think, but you did go out and sow your wild oats, let's put it that way. You drank,
you had fun, drank too much.

Angela Sirna:

I have seen some of those pictures. They're all happiest when they had something in their hands.

William Butcher:

Right.

Angela Sirna:

What places did you pull into?

William Butcher:

We pulled into Pearl Harbor about four times and pulled into Midway twice and pulled into Guam once. Those were
our areas where we refilled and cleaned the boat up. When you come in, you usually went on dry dock and put on
supplies.

Angela Sirna:

What was it like coming into Pear Harbor I guess for the first time?

William Butcher:

It was a treat. It was like a vacation coming in. And of course when we came into Pearl, there was a band waiting for
us and there was celery, lettuce, oranges, apples on the dock, and the most important, a big bag of mail, and we had the



big officials there, the generals. Most of ours were admirals and mayors and whatnot of the towns was always there
meeting us when we come in.

Angela Sirna:

Just to backtrack a little bit, what was your reaction when you found out that Pearl Harbor was attacked?

William Butcher:

I was butchering that day, so I can remember pretty well, and I was working for a dollar a day, and we was cutting
meat, hogs. We had gotten them killed and bring them in and cut them up, and of course I never heard of Pearl Harbor
before, and of course when that happened, I had already graduated from high school. I graduated when I was 16 from
high school. I didn't go to third grade. There was nothing in there to learn. They did that years ago. Your can't hardly do
that now. But anyhow, then we went to the map, saw where Pearl Harbor was, but I really knew because my neighbor was
killed there the year before. The house that I was living in, the boy that was there was on submarine service, and he fell off
of the scape tower. He was killed over there in 1940, so I knew about Pearl Harbor before it actually was bombed by the
Japanese.

Angela Sirna:

Did you ever think at the time that you would actually go there?

William Butcher:

No, no way. I had no idea at all where I was going from one minute to the other. I took orders and followed them.

Angela Sirna:

Can you tell me about your life just before you went into the service, what kind of things that you did in your spare
time, what you did for fun?

William Butcher:

I was a student in school and we did what students did, studied. I studied a lot. Unfortunately I didn't get to go to
college then. I waited thirtysome years before I went back to school. I was ready to go to college and I had free tuition, but
Uncle Sam had a free job for me, too.

Angela Sirna:

So do you think that even if you weren't going to be drafted, do you think you would have still gone, I mean, still
enlisted?

William Butcher:

I doubt it. No, you do what you almost are required to do, just like yourself. I know you want to go to college, but you
don't know where you're going. You have some idea and that's the way with kids 16, 17 years old, we lived day-to-day and
enjoyed life and took in whatever was pleasures in.

Angela Sirna:

So you went from going to school where they told you what to do?

William Butcher:

Right.

Angela Sirna:

And you did what you were expected and you went right into the military?

William Butcher:

And did the same thing, what they expected me to do, yes.

Angela Sirna:

So how odd was it when you got out of the service and --

William Butcher:

When I came home and I did save some money, a lot of money. I didn't go no check because I didn't have any need
for money. And when I came home from the service from Martinsburg to Blurden, it was three miles. Instead of taking a
taxi, I walked home from Martinsburg to Blurden, and when I saw the little village the way it was when I left, I said I won't
leave here again and I didn't. I'm still three miles from it, and we drive down there once a week or so just to see where we
had lived. I had owned three homes down there at one time.

Angela Sirna:

What do you think was the crew's favorite place to go into, I mean --

William Butcher:

We were in a battle condition. It was nothing favored about it. Nobody knew where you were going, not even the
captain. When he went 12 hours out, he opened his orders and we found out where we were going. He would tell us right
away, we're heading for here or Marshalls or last run, that went on and he said we're heading for Hunchew, Japan to take
pictures. Three photographers were ordered to take pictures of the landing where we were supposed to invade Japan.

Angela Sirna:



Were there any times when a crew would come up and it was an especially bad area?

William Butcher:

Do what now?

Angela Sirna:

Was there a place that the crew probably didn't want to go because it's just --

William Butcher:

Never heard of that. We went into the Sea of Japan and usually one or two boats never came out of there, but it was
never -- it never entered our mind.

Angela Sirna:

Yeah, because you didn't really know the places.

William Butcher:

Right. It's like you drive a car. You know you're not going to have a wreck, but every day you read about wrecks, more
wrecks, but it's not me, and that's with the submarines. It's not us.

Angela Sirna:

Do you recall any particularly humorous or unusual events?

William Butcher:

You had to have a sense of humor or you couldn't survive on a submarine, so there was a lot of -- one thing you didn't
hear on a submarine was cursing. That was taboo. You didn't hear bad language. Of course, you know, you're close to the
devil anyhow. You're down under water, so you didn't hear that, and most of them I think were decent people. They didn't
use bad language when they was on liberty to show their manhood. A lot of it did it that way, peer pressure.

Angela Sirna:

Did anybody play pranks on one another?

William Butcher:

That was always the case. That was always --

Angela Sirna:

What kind of things would they do?

William Butcher:

What kind of things would they do?

Angela Sirna:

Yeah, stupid stuff or --

William Butcher:

Well, one particular boy got a bad notion to cut somebody's hair off, not perfect, but cut it so that -- and so in turn
when he had a chance, he cut a couple of others, and the one that cut his off, those kind of things, so three or four bawl-
headed guys on that one run. In fact, there are pictures that you had there, you can see the bawl-headed people. It wasn't
intentional. It was a prank, but she did give me the dates that I was in the service, so --

Angela Sirna:

When did you go in?

William Butcher:

3/5/43, and I did say March on that.

Angela Sirna:

Yeah, you did.

William Butcher:

And I came out in '46.

Angela Sirna:

Well, do you recall the day your service ended, what you were doing and how you felt?

William Butcher:

When you're getting ready to go out of service, they have what they call OGU, outgoing unit, and you're sent there
and they check you out for any diseases you have or any complaints you have or whatever and they try to correct them
and then they give you a designation. I went to Bainbridge, Maryland and came home, and we had to take a private
passenger liner from Norfolk Bainbridge and I had I think 30 or 40 men that I had to -- we would call them builts. We had



births on the boat that I don't know what it took, 12, 14 hours, but anyhow, I was in charge to make sure that they stayed
on that boat and got off in Bainbridge.

Angela Sirna:

I've heard -- I don't know if this would apply to your case -- but I've heard that on other navy ships that there's some
unusual events that go on when they cross the equator?

William Butcher:

Yeah.

Angela Sirna:

Was that --

William Butcher:

We came within 6 degrees of the equator, we never crossed it. Our boat didn't go to Australia. Yes, they have different
rituals they go through, oh, yes.

Angela Sirna:

But you didn't?

William Butcher:

No.

Angela Sirna:

Okay. Did you have any get-togethers with any people in your crew that you still keep up with today?

William Butcher:

We have a reunion every year. Just this past September we were at Reno and ten of us showed up. Last year there
was about 20 of us down at New Orleans. Now next year we're going to a place called Gulf Shores right off of Alabama.
That's where we're going to have it. Our next reunion is in April, so we'll have a big turnout there, because dozens of
people live in Florida so we'll have a big turnout, but I videotape all of the reunions.

Angela Sirna:

Well, that's neat. What did you do in the days and weeks after your service ended?

William Butcher:

I was on what they call 5220. You got $20 a week for 52 weeks and I was able -- I went to a place and worked and I
didn't draw any money. I had enough money that I didn't have to charge -- have the guy pay me for my wages, and I went
back to work at the quarry, yeah.

Angela Sirna:

You said that it was 30 years before you went back to college or so?

William Butcher:

Yeah.

Angela Sirna:

What made you put it off for so long?

William Butcher:

I had 7 children and two of them have degrees and master's degrees, and I went to school with the oldest one and her
and I had the same class -- not in the same class, but without her I don't think I could have made it. She corrected all of my
work.

Angela Sirna:

What did you get a degree in?

William Butcher:

What?

Angela Sirna:

What did you get a degree in?

William Butcher:

Vocational education.

Angela Sirna:

And what did you do after that?

William Butcher:



I taught school.

Angela Sirna:

Where at?

William Butcher:

James Rumsey.

Angela Sirna:

Can you tell me about James Rumsey?

William Butcher:

It's one of the best schools there is in the country for children that don't want to go to college and they want a trade.
It's the very best.

Angela Sirna:

What did you teach?

William Butcher:

Machine trades. Some of my students who write to me are making over a hundred thousand a year. They're in
machine work and tool and dye. One of them works for NASA, for airplane companies, but again, I don't take credit for
their ability. Half a dozen of them got degrees after they left me, engineering degrees. Out here in Rumsey, they prepare
you for further education, too, beyond the trades that we have out there.

Angela Sirna:

Let's see. Did you join a veterans organization?

William Butcher:

I belong to the American Legion.

Angela Sirna:

What do you do at the American Legion?

William Butcher:

I don't attend their meetings. I'm just a member.

Angela Sirna:

Just a member?

William Butcher:

Uh-hum.

Angela Sirna:

Did your military experience influence your thinking about war or about the military in general?

William Butcher:

I think the stupidest thing on earth is war. There can't be anything more stupider than a war. I don't care how you cut
it. Now, apparently you've got to defend yourself. I'm a veteran and I'm a political man, too, but it seems such a waste that
you send kids somewhere and get them killed when they're only 17, 18, 19 years old. It don't make sense. But there's
always going to be wars, so we can't stop them. Maybe we can cut back a little bit.

Angela Sirna:

How did your service and experiences affect your life?

William Butcher:

I don't know if that had anything to do with my life. A lot of people come out of the service, some of them with a chip
on their shoulder and some of them with demands that's probably not supposed to be related to what they did, but I came
out of the service with the intention of getting married and raising a family. My service was -- I just walked away from it. I
had some dreams now and then, but I just never looked at it again. Now we have reunions and it's understandable, you go
down there and talk about what you did on the boat with different ones because I, on the boat, the only time I saw these
men was when we ate and torpedo men, I never saw them work. I didn't go back into that compartment, neither front or
back, either one of them, but I was allowed to go anywhere on the boat, but I had no reason to -- I had to cook and my
time was spent trying to make something decent enough to eat because you take with all of that, no baths and no
sunshine, appetite was really a hard thing. Our captain had one rule. This is a hard one. You have prunes every day on
that table, prunes. You made sure that you had cooked prunes on the table at all times. He didn't want somebody getting
constipated.

Angela Sirna:

What was the hygiene like? I mean, just --

William Butcher:



You're allowed a glass of water to brush your teeth, and I imagine we had a lot of condensation water, so some of
them did take an occasional bath with condensation water that comes off the boat.

Angela Sirna:

Did you have any close calls while on the submarine?

William Butcher:

Like what?

Angela Sirna:

I don't know, just really close calls.

William Butcher:

Yeah, we had one. We were off the coast of Japan and the captain -- we have drills constantly, any time at all, day,
night, we have a drill, and this particular drill he cut out all of the power and said we're going to run by hand all of the
emergency power, nothing going, and we had to open the valves by hand rather than like we can do with hydraulic, and for
some reason one vent didn't open and the boat went down nose first in only about 190-foot of water, and I was standing
on the door of the range and one of the men blew the right tank and got it back up. We were within I would say two or
three foot of killing everybody on the boat, yes. I got off the boat the night after that.

Angela Sirna:

That was a tight one.

William Butcher:

But again undetectable as those things happen with drills.

Angela Sirna:

I'm just curious. What was it like to have a torpedo go out of the boat, I'm just wondering?

William Butcher:

I can show you here, but it's -- they put a torpedo and they close the door and they fill it full of high pressure air, and
they open the outer door and you hear a whoosh and you can feel the pressure coming back in the boat when the torpedo
leaves it. You can hear that. It's all through the boat, yeah.

Angela Sirna:

What was it like just going under, you know, being in a vessel and going under the water for the first time, I mean, was
it odd?

William Butcher:

I can't remember anything in that -- we crash dove all the time. When we dove out going whatever speed we were,
you crash dive and you went under as soon as you could. Now, that was a little scary when you do that, but the first dive, it
was just you hear the clashing, which is a bell you're going to dive and you just wait and go under.

Angela Sirna:

Have you ever had torpedoes shot at you from enemy vessels?

William Butcher:

I would think so, but not detectable, yes.

Angela Sirna:

What sticks out in your mind. I'm sure you have stories.

William Butcher:

Well, there again, when Captain Steven's granddaughter interviewed all of us, each man had his own story to tell,
because the boat is 390-feet long and people lived in the front end of the boat and lived in the back end of the boat very
seldom -- unless they come in to eat -- they stayed in their areas. But the thing that stands out with me more than anything
is how some of the older men -- and I'm talking 30 years old, that's old on a submarine -- how they reacted when
something happened, but I still can't remember being what you would call scared. I remember being alert and listening and
following everything, but it just -- it never dawned on me that we was ever going to get sunk and we didn't.

Angela Sirna:

It's probably a good thing, too. You don't want to freak out.

William Butcher:

But 17 and 18-year olds like, or 19 that's on our boat, just it was an age that you were looking for things rather than
expecting things, so that's why we were on there, the young people.

Angela Sirna:

What was the average age, approximately?

William Butcher:



About 20.

Angela Sirna:

About 20.

William Butcher:

I think the captain was in his 30s, and the exec officer was in his 20s. The captain was the oldest man on there.

Angela Sirna:

What was the relationship between the officers and the --

William Butcher:

It's the same as it is anywhere in the navy. It's yes, sir. There are officers and they're in charge, but on the submarine
they talk to you. You didn't have to salute them but you still had to sir them. They were in charge and you respected their
whatever rank they had, and whatever they were supposed to -- like the captain, he's the only one that brings you back
alive, so you had to respect him.

Angela Sirna:

Did you see any discrimination during that period of time, I mean, it didn't have to be while you were in the service.

William Butcher:

Well, on our boat we had probably 8 or 10 Jewish boys and we had probably 25 or 30 Catholics and we had a lot of
Protestants. The pope gave the Catholics dispensation to eat meat on Friday. Even though they did, I still cooked fish on
Friday. And the Jewish boys were not supposed to eat pork and they did love my bacon, so that was the relief that we had
during the war, a good plus.

Angela Sirna:

Was there good diversity on the submarine?

William Butcher:

They were from every almost 30 different states. Our captain was from Washington state. A lot of them here in
Virginia, Norfolk, just about, I guess, 40 different states were represented.

Angela Sirna:

What was the number of crew it could hold or just approximately?

William Butcher:

Every run we had a different amount of people on there. We did carry -- one run we carried 90, which 30 of them were
trainees, about 54 is what there are usually on the boat, and I gave you that place, the compliment on it, I believe I think
was probably 60 or something like that.

Angela Sirna:

So what made the numbers vary? Was it trainees or --

William Butcher:

Yeah. They had to train submarine sailors. This is the only way they could train them, so the kids would come off --
they call them strikers -- and they would come on and they would say strike for electrician mate so they would train to be
electrician mates. Now all of these strikers or people that came on, trainees, were always with a man that was qualified,
and in other words, they had dolphins, they were the dolphins.

Angela Sirna:

It was kind of like an apprentice in a way?

William Butcher:

Right.

Angela Sirna:

I'm just trying to think if there are any more questions that I can think of to ask. Is there anything -- I mean, any other
experiences that you would like to tell me about or -- I know it's hard to think just right off the bat.

William Butcher:

When you were talking a while ago, the order for induction, I still have it.

Angela Sirna:

Okay.

William Butcher:

Rather than being inducted, I volunteered for the navy, so that's how that came about, but that was back February
20th that I got the induction papers, so next month I was in the service.

Angela Sirna:



So you still have a lot of your paperwork?

William Butcher:

I have it all. This is Harry Truman. He sent me a letter for service, and his secretary of navy, Forest Dahl also
congratulated me on the service, and there was four brothers that went into the service. My mother had a harder time than
we did.

Angela Sirna:

Tell me about your brothers. Where did they go?

William Butcher:

They were on surface boats. Frank and Augustine were on Pennsylvania at different times. Oscene was on about
seven or eight different boats. He was a career navyman, but I was only on two boats. I was on the Uralie, which was a
subtender in the USS Plaice.

Angela Sirna:

Okay. Let's see. When did you find out that the Germans had surrendered? Did you find out immediately, or --

William Butcher:

In my case we was only interested in Japan. We were in the South Pacific. When the Japanese surrendered, I was at
Pearl Harbor, and of course they blew all of the sirens and the whistles and they tore the town up, but I was disappointed
because to get out of the navy when the war was over, you had to have 44 points. I didn't have hardly any points. I was
only 18, so anybody 30 years old or 40 got out right away. They sent me to Japan for six months.

Angela Sirna:

What did you do?

William Butcher:

Occupational duty. We went over to Sessabow, which is near Hiroshima and went to Dakota, which is near Nagasaki.
These are submarine places. I fed the men, but they took those boats and took them out 10, 12 miles out and sunk them,
all of their equipment. It took six months to wipe out all of their ammunition, munitions, boats, all of their submarines.

Angela Sirna:

Did you get to see the cities, the destruction?

William Butcher:

Oh, yeah. There was nothing to see. It was just gone. Even Sessabow. It was odd. That's a place that we stopped and
the only thing left in the whole time town was one big Catholic church. How they bombed around it without being hit, I'll
never know.

Angela Sirna:

Did you get to talk to any of the guys that did go out and sink?

William Butcher:

Every day. I made sandwiches for them, hundreds and hundreds of sandwiches and they took the snacks with them,
and they would go out -- 12 miles is a long way on the water, not like on land. They would leave in the morning, do their
work out there and come back in the evening and do the same thing over and over. I brought back one Japanese
submarine. I was a cook on a Japanese submarine, brought it back to Pearl Harbor.

Angela Sirna:

What was the difference, besides everything written in Japanese?

William Butcher:

Well, we brought it back, it was towed back. We got as far as Okinawa, got some bread and then we were towed from
there to Pearl Harbor with a long 2,500-foot cable, but I had to cook. I was the only cook and I cooked all three meals
every day.

Angela Sirna:

How long did that take, I mean, to tow it?

William Butcher:

Two weeks. It was like floating in the air. And of course the crew had nothing to do except ride. We were pulled, of
course, but they had to eat, so I had to cook. I had all kinds of help to cook. I didn't have to worry about a mess cook.

Angela Sirna:

So what did they do in their spare time?

William Butcher:

Well, we had movies, we had a projector, played cards a lot. I'm pretty sure we had a recording machine, a record
player so we played 73 rpm records.

Angela Sirna:



What kind of movies did they play?

William Butcher:

They showed moves that were available and most of them were really, we're talking about 1942, so the movies were
in the '30s, and some of them were even silent movies, but they were movies.

Angela Sirna:

Something to do.

William Butcher:

Right.

Angela Sirna:

Is there anything else that you can think of?

William Butcher:

Not that we haven't covered.

Angela Sirna:

Okay. Well, is there anything that you would like to say, since this is something that will be used for researchers and
the future generations?

William Butcher:

The thing I look at -- and I've been interviewing a lot of people my whole life -- if somebody doesn't speak up and tell
their story, it will never be told and that's what happened in a lot of families. The older people never got to be interviewed
and their history is gone. Now there's probably 150 men that was on our boat, and I'll guarantee you, 150 different stories
and they'll never verify each other because what you see is your idea about things, your mind and whatever you think
about something, so it's hard to be objective. I mean, you can't see something in this is the way it was. Now that there's
been several inquests -- do you know what an inquest is? Somebody gets killed and then interview people, and you can
listen to your buddy say something, "I didn't see that and I was right there," or he'll say, "I didn't see that," and contradict
you. So that's what why they have inquests. They can't take your word for what happened.

Angela Sirna:

Did you have any casualt on your ship?

William Butcher:

No. Fortunately we had nobody -- we had one bad situation which was a boy caught tuberculous and it from him, but
they cured me. I appeared at the health center and they tagged us for a year, but five of us got TB over that one boy
having it on there.

Angela Sirna:

That's a very interesting story, and thank you very much. Is there anything else you can think of?

William Butcher:

You're quite welcome. At my age now it doesn't matter what I say that for years I don't think I have ever said anything
about that submarine for thirtysome years, just nobody asked me and I never told.

Angela Sirna:

We finally got it out of you.

William Butcher:

Because of these reunions, we go to these reunions every year and now we're getting to the point where we can't
remember what we said last year. It's not that it's wrong. It's just that your mind works problems.

Angela Sirna:

Do you have any questions?

William Butcher:

It's only experiences that make the life worth living.

Angela Sirna:

Good and bad.

William Butcher:

Right. You've got to take them both because they're never all good. I'm going to go to church at 5.

Angela Sirna:

All right. Thank you very much.

William Butcher:



You're quite welcome.

Angela Sirna:

I appreciate it.
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